
1861 - 1965
What Makes Winterset’s Historic District Significant



RESEARCH  TEAM
Project Volunteers



WHAT IS A HISTORIC 
DISTRICT?



WHAT WE 
LEARNED 

What is a Historic District? 

A group of buildings, properties, or sites 
designated by the National Historic 

Register as historically or architecturally 
significant 

Buildings, structures, objects and sites 
within a historic district are normally 

divided into two categories, contributing 
and non-contributing 



BOUNDARIES

Contributing 
Non-contributing 

Already listed 

Survey area 
Historic District area



HISTORIC DISTRICT BOUNDARIES

74 contributing buildings

7 non-contributing 
buildings

1 non-contributing object

3 previously listed 
buildings



Are there unique aspects to the resources, either in 
materials used and/or styles executed in Winterset? 

Stylistically, Winterset’s commercial buildings 
reflect the popular national styles of the day, 

primarily Late Victorian Italianate.   
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ARCHITECTURAL STYLES

Italianate

Classical Revival

Romanesque Revival/Queen Anne

Greek Revival

Gothic Revival



ITALIANATE 1870, 1880

brick

central door

iron store front

decorative cornice of 
wood, brick, sheet metal

tall narrow windows with 
hoods



CONSTRUCTION
Winterset’s Early Settlement  1873



ITALIANATE
THE  CRAWFORD  BLOCK     



ENTIRE NORTH SIDE 1899

Entire Block of Italianate Buildings



CRAWFORD BLOCK
1940s



CRAWFORD BLOCK
1950s



CRAWFORD BLOCK
2015



Are there unique aspects to the resources, either in 
materials used and/or styles executed in Winterset? 
There are some distinctive stylistic influences that 
are not common in every commercial district in iowa. 
Specifically, the corbelled parapet designs on 
several buildings (on the upper story facades) that 
can be described as Moorish inspired.   
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MOORISH INFLUENCE
brickwork



MOORISH INFLUENCE
A.B. Smith Building/Masonic Hall



A.B. SMITH BUILDING
2015



Are there unique aspects to the resources, either in 
materials used and/or styles executed in Winterset? 
There are some distinctive stylistic influences that 
are not common in every commercial district in iowa. 
Specifically, the corbelled parapet designs on 
several buildings (on the upper story facades) that 
can be described as Moorish inspired.    
The use of local limestone for both wall 
construction and details such as lintels and sills 
reflects the importance of this natural resource.
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CLASSICAL REVIVAL
Winterset’s Stone Buildings





FIRST STONE 
COURTHOUSE

Saturday, October 2, 1875 
The Best Courthouse In the 

State In Ashes. Not a 
Dollar of Insurance. 

town barely saved



COURTHOUSE 1876
Limestone 



COUNTY 
SEAT

Limestone Courthouse  
Semi- Centennial 

Celebration 
c.1899



Who were the local builders and architects 
responsible for the buildings in the historic district? 
T.F. Mardis was perhaps the most influential local 
builder/contractor. He helped build 15 buildings in 
the commercial district. He is also known to have 
contributed to several building disasters.
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THE LEGACY OF THOMAS MARDIS  b.1837 - d.1908 

T. F. Mardis came to Winterset in 1873 to engage in his 
business as contractor and builder, and ever since which time 
he has been one of the most prominent figures in the 
development of our city. There are perhaps not more than six or 
eight business buildings standing on the square today that he 
didn’t have a part in the building of, besides a score or more off 
the square that he built entire. He has always been most public 
spirited and active in everything which went towards the building 
up of the town. He was genial, big hearted and companionable. 
He made many and lasting friends. There could be nobody 
more keenly missed than Tom Mardis.  
Source: Obits: www.iagenweb.org 

THOMAS MARDIS



JONES BLOCK
1873



BUILDING DISASTER
1896 Vawter Building Collapses



JONES BLOCK
c.1876



JONES BLOCK
1899 



COURT AVENUE
c. 1910



NEIGHBOR & SON
c.1920



JONES BLOCK
1940s  



Who were the local builders and architects 
responsible for the buildings in the historic district? 
C.D. Bevington  b.1826 Ohio - d.1903 He settled in 
Winterset in 1854. Although he studied law and 
medicine he never practiced either. His business was 
that of farming and dealing in real estate. He was the 
chief figure in the organization of the First National 
Bank. Easily the wealthiest man in Madison County 
he owned 10,000 acres of land in Iowa. 
Edward Hyder b.1843 Germany - d. 1925
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ORIGINAL PLAT BOOK
1880 - 1884



COURTHOUSE SQUARE
Penciled Plat



EDWARD 
HYDER

Photograhper, Artist, 
Writer 

Mr Hyder was a man of forgiving 
spirit and of a firm faith in God. 
His last words to his pastor were 
“What is money wealth, land or 
property? These pass away. Oh 
that we might have the vision of 
eternity. That is the reality.” 



Photo by Edward Hyder, East Side of Square 1862
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LEVERAGE
The Benefits of a Historic District



HISTORIC PRESERVATION BENEFITS

Creates Jobs

Increases Property Values

Conserves Resources

Supports Small Business

Revitalizes Main Street

Creates affordable housing

Property owners eligible 
for:

 Historic Tax Credits

State & Federal Grants

Attracts Visitors



HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION MYTHS

Top Seven



MYTH 
NUMBER 1

If a Property is Listed on 
the National Register of 

Historic places its 
protected forever and can 

never be demolished.



FACT

If there is a city design review process in place, the council 
may consider an objection to a demolition permit, which 
could delay demolition, but most likely would not prevent it.

Some situations require an Environmental Impact Report to 
assess the feasibility of alternatives to demolition.



MYTH 
NUMBER 2

Historic Designation will 
reduce my property values.



FACT

Study after study across the nation has conclusively 
demonstrated that historic designation actually increases 
property values. 



MYTH 
NUMBER 3

If my property is designated 
as a historic site,  

I won’t be able to change it 
in any way, and I don’t want 

my property to become a 
museum.



FACT

Owners of designated historic structures may make very 
significant changes to their structures. Historic preservation 
laws, at their essence, are not meant to prevent change, but 
rather, to manage change. The tool to manage change is the 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation, the 
nationally accepted benchmark for evaluating changes to 
historic structures.  Technical Preservation Services (TPS)

www.nps.gov/tps/standards

http://www.nps.gov/tps/standards


MYTH 
NUMBER 4

Historic preservation is bad 
for business. 



FACT

Historic preservation is at the heart of our nation’s most 
vibrant economic development and business attraction 
programs. Historic preservation is economic development. 
The National Main Street Center, a program that uses 
historic preservation to revitalize town centers and 
neighborhood commercial districts has tracked economic 
results in 1,700 Main Street communities. These 
preservation-based programs have created over 231,000 new 
jobs and resulted in over $17,000 billion in reinvestment.



MYTH 
NUMBER 5

Preservation is more 
expensive than new 

construction



FACT

This is true sometimes, but typically, historic preservation is 
more cost effective than new construction. Why? Upgrades 
to historic buildings are usually less expensive than the costs 
of building all-new foundations, structural systems, roofs 
and building finishes.



MYTH 
NUMBER 6

If I buy a historic property, 
there’s lots of government 
money available to help me 

fix it up.



INVESTMENT IN COMMUNITY 
PRICELESS 

$11,900 Certified Local 
Government grant (CLG)

Cash match $1200

Volunteer hours 2,116 @ 
$17 = $36,433

Total  $49,000

$8,000 HRDP grant

Cash match $2510

Volunteer hours 895 @ 
$7.25 = $6,490

Total $17,000

4 year project total 
$66,500



FACT

Buildings listed on the NRHP may take advantage of a 
Federal Rehabilitation Tax Credit that provides a 20% tax 
offset for the cost of rehabilitation and a State Tax Credit of 
25%.

In Iowa, properties listed on the NRHP are eligible for 
rehabilitation grant funding  through the Historic Resources 
Development Program (HRDP).



MYTH 
NUMBER 7

Preservationists are  
always fighting new 

development and only care 
about the past 
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